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Authentic Assessment Research:  A Social Justice Issue
Research a social justice issue you find compelling. Look for and consider all sides of the issue. Include relevant data, statistics and expert opinions to support your argument.  Make a claim. How can this issue be resolved, minimized, improved or eliminated from the current culture?  Include a rebuttal or refutation (1-2 paragraphs).
· 4-5 pages, not including works cited page
· Use proper MLA format   -See the citation style chart at the following address: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/949/01/.  You may also use an online citation system.  
· A minimum of five sources, at least two must be from scholarly, academic, peer-reviewed articles and journals.
· A rebuttal section –See the following for suggestions on the rebuttal:  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/724/03/
· Quality and variety of sources is the key to success.  Paragraphs should not rely exclusively on one source.  Vary your sources.
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RESEARCH PAPER EVALUATION RUBRIC
	
	OUTSTANDING (A)
	GOOD (B)
	ADEQUATE (C)
	NEEDS WORK/MISSING (D-F)

	RESEARCH AND PREPARATION
	· Highly effective use of  at least seven sources (two from scholarly, peer-reviewed and two from anchor texts and videos.)

· 4-5  typed, double-spaced pages
	· Effective use of  at least six sources (from peer-reviewed and anchor texts)
· 3 typed, double-spaced pages


	· Effective use of  at least five sources (from readings and research) or ineffective use of four sources

· 2-3  typed, double-spaced pages
	· Ineffective use of sources or fewer than five sources
· less than 2 typed, double-spaced pages

	CONTENT  AND ORGANIZATION
	· Clear understanding of purpose

· Clearly stated, sophisticated thesis

· Concrete, substantial and relevant evidence
· Clear and logical rebuttal
· Logical organization


	· Understanding of purpose

· Clearly stated, thesis

· Substantial and relevant evidence
· Clear rebuttal
· Clear  organization

	· Some  understanding of purpose

· Thesis

· Evidence 

· Organization incomplete 

	· Lack of purpose

· Lack  of thesis

· Lack of evidence and/ or organization



	MLA FORMAT
	· Flawless MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Proper citations for all words and ideas


	· MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Proper citations for all words and ideas


	· Minimal errors in  MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Improper citations for some words and ideas


	· Numerous errors in MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Numerous errors in citations 

	STANDARD ENGLISH RULES
	· Clear command of language

· Few errors in grammar, usage and mechanics

· Avoidance of 2nd and 3rd person pronouns

· Precise diction

· Sophisticated syntax
	· Clear command of language

· Few errors in grammar, usage and mechanics

· Avoidance of 2nd and 3rd person pronouns

· Reasonable  diction and syntax
	· Some command of language

· Some errors in grammar, usage and mechanics

· Imprecise diction and/or syntax


	· Minimal command of language

· Numerous errors in grammar, usage and mechanics
· Imprecise
diction and/or syntax




